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The implementation of the new Taiwanese curriculum started in September 2001. As noted above, the curriculum standards
emphasize scientific inquiry and all children are expected to develop inquiry skills 77 these standards are translated into
actual classroom practices. But whether teachers are willing and able to implement an inquiry-based curriculum will greatly
influence the outcomes of the new curriculum. In addition to implementing the new curriculum, the ME will change the
current examination system by substituting competency-based tests for traditional content-based exit examinations. It is
hoped that such a change would help achieve the new curricular goals and relieve students from the burdens of traditional
testing. However, school teachers are coming under increasing pressure from students, parents, and school administrators to
teach both types of tests. Thus, instead of dropping content emphasized in the old curriculum, most science teachers end up
teaching the content outlined in both old and new curricula to make sure that their students pass the competency-based
examination and achieve high scores in the content-based tests.
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